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SUBJ: PARAGUAY'S REPLY TO STEPHANSKY REPORT 
REF: STATE 281372 

1 . PONMIN NOGUES TOLD DCM NOVEMBER 26 HE DOUBTED GOP WOULD 
BE ABLE TO HAVE A REPLY POR AMBASSADOR STEPHANSKY WITHIN 
ANY REASONABLE PERIOD OP TIME. HE HOPED IT WOULD EVENTUALLY 
BE POSSIBLE TO SEND STEPHANSKY A REPLY BY TFT .EX VIA 
PARAGUAYAN AMBASSADOR LOPEZ ESCOBAR, CORRECTING SOME 
PACTUAL ERRORS AND DISPUTING IN GENERAL TERMS SOME OF 

THE SUBJECTIVE CONCLUSIONS, BUT HE WAS BOGGED DOWN WITH 
WORK AND DID NOT KNOW WHEN SUCH A MESSAGE MIGHT BE SENT. 
(TRANSLATION: PROBABLE DIFPICULTY GETTING STROESSNER'S 
CLEARANCE.) 

2. WHEN THE PIRST COPY OP THE REPORT TAILED TO ARRIVE 

IN ASUNCION (SENT BY STEPHANSKY BY OPEN MAIL IN SEPTEM- 
BER), NOGUES HIMSELP HAD OBTAINED ONE AND BROUGHT IT 
BACK WHEN HE RETURNED PROM THE UNGA IN OCTOBER. THE 
THIRTY DAY (NOVEMBER 15) DEADLINE WAS UNREALISTIC 
PROM THE START: HE HAD HAD TO TRANSLATE THE LENGTHY 
DOCUMENT AND THE KEY MAN, INTERIOR MINISTER MONTANARO, 

HAD BEEN ABSENT PROM THE COUNTRY MUCH OF THE TIME AND 
HAD ONLY HAD A CHANCE TO READ IT CONE. THE PRESIDENT 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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HAD ASKED NOGUES POR HIS OPINION ( "PRETTY BAD - 
DAMAGING TO PARAGUAY'S IMAGE ABROAD") AND THEREAFTER 
HAD NOT AGAIN RAISED THE SUBJECT OR OFPERED ANY GUID- 
ANCE ON HOW TO HANDLE IT. 

3. NOGUES AND MONTANARO PELT THAT TO ANSWER THE 
REPORT PROPERLY THEY WOULD HAVE "TO WRITE A BOOK," 
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WHICH THEY WERE NOT ABOUT TO DO. STEPHANSKY HAD 
ALREADY TOLDL LOPEZ ESCOBAR THAT IT WAS TOO LATE NOW 
TO CHANGE ANYTHING IN THE REPORT PRIOR TO PUBLICA- 
TION BUT THAT HE WOULD BE WILLING TO APPEND ANY 
COMMENTS FROM THE GOP. NOGUES WAS NOT SURE WHETHER 
THIS WAS A GOOD IDEA. ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT FEEL UNDER 
ANY GREAT PRESSURE TO DRAFT A REPLY, HE DID HOPE TO GET 
OFE SOME KIND OF ANSWER, ALONG THE LINES NOTED ABOVE. 

4. NOGUES SAID LOPEZ ESCOBAR HAD TELEPHONED HIM 
ABOUT THE PROBLEM EARLIER IN THE WEEK, AND THAT HE WAS 
FULLY INFORMED AS TO THE REASONS FOR THE DELAY. IN 
ANSWER TO THE DCM'S QUESTION HE SAID THE GOP HAD NEVER 
CONSIDERED SENDING ITS REPLY THROUGH OUR EMBASSY, 
THOUGH HE APPRECIATED THE OFFER. 

5. DCM SAID THAT SINCE STEPHANSKY IS GENUINELY WELL 
DISPOSED TOWARD PARAGUAY IT WOULD BE UNFORTUNATE IE 
THE GOP FAILED TO REACT AT ALL TO HIS REPORT. NOGUES' 
ONLY COMMENT WAS THAT STEPHANSKY MIGHT BE ERIENDLY, 
AND CERTAINLY HIS REPORT WAS CONSISTENTLY POLITE AND 
RESPECTEUL IN TONE, BUT THE OVERALL SUBJECTIVE 
ANALYSIS OF PRESENT DAY PARAGUAY WAS "QUITE BAD. " 
WHITE 
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